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My speech was about the current condition of Indonesian students and the problems they are
facing. My data came from a questionnaire from Indonesia student association all across Japan,
not only Okayama. Based on the questionnaire, the top 3 problems we have in our study/lab
are feeling inadequate/loss of confidence (59.2%), losing motivation (46.2%), and
communication (45.2%). Around half of us (57.7%) talk our problem to others to solve it but
35% still keep it to ourselves. Regarding the communication problem, it stemmed from our
Japanese language proficiency. Only 19% of Indonesian students can speak Japanese and 45%
can speak only a little Japanese, just enough to get by or for daily activities. The rest have

limited or no proficiency.

This language proficiency problem also affected our daily life. The top 4 problems in our daily
life are language (70.3%), social norm (45%), and food (34.8%), and administration (34.3%).
For graduate school students, this may become a problem because they don't have time to
learn Japanese language. Most of us are also not familiar with the custom or the “unwritten
rules” of Japanese society. We might offend/ trouble others unknowingly and it made us
hesitate to do anything on many occasions. This can be easily solved if we can ask, but how
can we ask if we can't communicate? Most of Indonesian are Muslim and we don't eat pork.
We have to check the ingredients that are written in kanji, which some of us cannot read.
Some more resourceful students can remember that one kanji that means pork at least. For
administration, there are procedures we don't know about unless we ask the seniors that have
done the procedure before and again, some of the forms are written in Japanese that most of

us cannot read.
This difference in language, habit and culture of course affected us, however not all of it is
bad. 34.6% of us experience culture shock but in a positive way and can adjust to it. 31.2%

need a small adjustment from all differences.

Regarding the economical impact of pandemic, we heard from our fellow students, especially



nihongo gakkou students who suffer from reduction of income. Usually they financed all their
living expenses and tuition from their salary as a part timer. 29% of Indonesian students in
Japan do not have scholarships for their study and 20% of them pay for school from part time
jobs. The financial condition has become the source of stress for 12.5% of Indonesian students.
Around 100 nihongo gakkou students in Okayama are in this condition. We received help
from various institutions and we very much appreciate it, but they hope they can have better

opportunities to solve their income problems.

That is all I want to convey to everyone. I thank you for your attention.
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